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WHERE SKY MEETS WATER
AN ORDINARY HOUSE, ON EXTRAORDINARY LAND

Jaimielynn Cooper

hester County didn't always look the
Cway it does today. In 1682 when the

county, one of the first in Pennsylv:mia,
was founded, the land was awash with dense
woodland, lush forests and abundant wildlife.
A summer haven for Philadelphians, the county
became home to quiet country houses that soon
sprang up, offering solace and quiet in contrast to
fast moving city life. And so began the history of
Welkenweir.

_ Forging History
It wasnt long until industry too found its way
here, on the backs of steel-made millionaires

who saw their fortunes in the forests of Chester
County.

Furnaces and forges quickly began to appear here.
C H E S T E R C O U N T Y A N T I Q U E S S H OW One of the first revolutionary blast furnaces used
for iron manufacturing, Reading Furnace joined
the many that soon made the county their home.
Among them, Hopewell Forge and Furnace, Cov-
entry Forge and Works, and Joanna Furnace.

The 18th century saw Pennsylvanias steel industry
booming and becoming one of the driving forces
behind the American Revolution and America’s
push to become an independent economic power.
Iron also played an instrumental role in the Amer-
ican Revolutionary victory. This victory, however,
cost more than money and soldier’s lives. The land
suffered as well.

By the beginning of the 19th century, although
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United States, the way they were produced changed

AT THE PHELPS SCHOOL MALVERN, PA dramatically.
Furnaces across Pennsylvania and the forests cut
610-692-4800 | CuESTERCOHISTORICAL.ORG to fuel their fires were left barren and abandoned.

One of these forests, Hopewell Big Woods, which
played a key role in the industry’s expansion, suffered
a long history of deforestation and re-forestation.
No longer rclying on massive logging, but instead
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Second Lives for
Special Buildings

Outbuildings, land forms, mature trees, gardens and
orientation to the sun all contribute to the creation of
an intimate residential setting. - John D. Milner, FAIA

Matt Freeman



Barn for Entertaining

he Barn for Entertaining or “Party Barn” project

gives a traditional structure, in this case a Gothic-
style barn, a new role to play. Carter said the barn had
gone downhill over the years, but the owners “saw
the original charm underneath that,” especially the
beauty of the wood. The designers saved as much of
the original material as possible and added salvaged
19th-century wood where necessary.

Edward Wheeler, a Milner senior associate, says that
like many owners who don’t want to keep animals in
the barn, the owners of this particular barn converted
it into a space for socializing.

The large interior glows with golden wood from the
floor to the vaulted ceiling. A chandelier hovers high
above a seating area with leather-upholstered couches
and easy chairs, and a bar occupies one corner. Carter
points out the party barn concept is convenient for
socializing, since the space is designed specifically for
that, and it gives the homeowners a chance to take a dif-
ferent aesthetic approach, often something less formal,
more rustic and casual than the main house.






Pool Projects
he private swimming pool is mostly a
20th-century thing, but several Milner
outbuilding projects built around pools are
inspired by architectural traditions and the
natural settings around them.

The Pool House takes what Carter calls an
“English Garden” approach. The house itself
is a dignified neoclassical building that looks
out over a dark pool accented with stat-
uary, more like a reflecting pool in a formal
garden than a typical swimming pool. For
another pool house project not pictured, the
owners “wanted to have a kind of duality in
the way it looked,” Carter says, because the
house looks out over the pool toward the
Chesapeake Bay, and the designers made the
interior of the pool dark so the water would
harmonize with the look of the bay waters
in the distance.

In contrast, the Pool Barn is a straight-
forward structure in which a pleasantly
rustic building provides the amenities for
swimmers to enjoy the pool area without
having to go back and forth to the house.
The building shelters beneath a stand of
tall trees, and a diving rock lends an old-
time, swimming-hole flavor.

The Pool Pavilion project has two open
pavilions topped with red-shingled hipped
roofs and connected by a pergola. There
are bathrooms for changing and a grilling
area in one and open space for sitting
and enjoying the outdoors in the other.
Hardscaping extends outward so people
can sit and gather, but the pool itself (not
visible in the photo) is surrounded by
grass. Wheeler says the idea was to limit
the hardscaped area to keep the setting
open and natural.

Garden Folly
In architecture, a “folly” is tradi-
tionally a fancifully decorative out-
building, and this one is accordingly
“whimsical,” Wheeler says, “some-
thing a little playful.” The idea was
to create a pleasant space to sit and
relax in with views of the owner’s
garden and reflecting pool. The folly
shows in the design, with a dash of
Asia in the roof and a soupgon of the
Near East in the exterior decorations,
but Wheeler says the designers kept
practicality in mind as well. A typical
addition would have blocked some
second-story windows in the main
house, so the folly was placed farther
out, more like a separate pavilion. ¢



