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Built to resemble an Irish Georgian manor house, the exterior facade of a new addition to a well-known estate in Villanova, PA, features a medium-density sandstone from Raolling

Rock Building Stone, Inc. of Boyertown, PA.

new addition fo a more than 700-
acre estate in Villanova, PA, was
designed fo honor lrish Georgian
manor houses. The owner, who had lived
in Ireland, holds a great appreciation and
affection to that specific type of architec-
ture and desired that aesthetic for the new
residence. A search for the most fitting stone
for the structure’s exterior facade resulted in
a medium-density sandstone from Rolling
Rock Building Stone, Inc. in Boyertown, PA.
"The overall design goal was to create a
classically elegant, but restrained, country
house in a garden setting on a rolling site
with beautiful views,” explained John D.
Milner, FAIA, Principal in Charge at John
Inc. of Chadds Ford,
PA. The estate features a landmark main

Milner Architects,

house, which was designed by architect
Horace Trumbauer based on the designs
of Edwin Lutyens and Emest Newfon, and
portions of its property have undergcne
very limited development. The new resi-
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dence was built on a restricted 16.7-acre
parcel of the larger estate.
According to the architectural firm,
the designs of Lutyens, and his inferpre-
tations of Classicism, were inspirafion
for the design of the house, although
practicality also had fo be considered
for an active family. "The resulting de-
sign features vernacular stone materials
blended with traditional and more for-
mal Georgian elements and detailing,”
states the John Milner Architects Board
of Directors. "The windows and bays are
frimmed with handmade brick set in rich-
ly textured fieldstone walls with no visible
mortar. These walls form the backdrop for
the finely carved limestone frontispiece
at the main enfrance, and the tfurned
limestone columns of the rear loggia. The
roof iIs composed of classic English Plain
clay shingles with short exposures and
cambered in their width with corner bon-

nets. A deep plaster cove cornice forms

the eave and articulates the juncture
between the stone facades and the red
clay roof tiles.”

Milner explained that a number of stone
varieties from Rolling Rock Building Stone,
Inc. were considered before a final decision
was made, "The material that best fulfiled
our cesthetic intfent was a medium-density
sandstone — exfracted from the gquarry as
fieldstone — because of its color, its capabil-
ity fo be field-dressed to create ‘ghost” mor-
tar joints and its compatibility with the hand-
molded brick window and door surrounds,”
said the architect. "The masonry confractor,
L&L Restorations, installed 621 tons of the ma-
terial in constructing the residence.”

Rolling Rock Building Stone, Inc. has a
more than 25-year relafionship with both
John Milner and Bob Griffiths and Wayne
Rolland, explained Terrence Meck of Roll-
ing Rock Building Stone, Inc. "I personally
began to service their needs in the late
1980s, and now John Endy is the primary
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